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JOIN US AT THE WESTIN POINSETT HOTEL
TUESDAY, MAY 10th AT NOON
FEATURING
HARRIS PASTIDES
University of South Carolina President

Harris Pastides began his presidency at the University of South Carolina on Aug. 1, 2008. Just a few months later, the
Great Recession began. Strong in the face of adversity, Pastides promised to accelerate USC’s momentum as a worldclass university. He has kept that promise. Today, serving in his eighth year, USC is experiencing remarkable growth
and positive change.
USC Columbia’s freshman classes have grown continuously while posting the highest average SAT scores in university
history. USC’s Honors College has been named the No. 1 public honors college in the nation, and the Carnegie top-tier
research university has also been ranked the top global university in the Palmetto state. In addition, it is home to top programs in areas such as undergraduate international business; public health; engineering; nursing; and hospitality, retail
and sport management. Carolina’s Promise, USC’s historic capital campaign successfully exceeded the $1 billion goal
by $43 million through gifts and pledges from 136,850 generous donors.
An unwavering advocate for a superior student experience, President Pastides encourages engagement beyond the classroom through leadership, service learning, international experience, internships and undergraduate research.
In January 2015, during a time of great reform and transformation, Pastides was selected to serve as the chairman of the
NCAA’s Division I Board of Directors. He also serves on many local and state boards including the South Carolina
Governor’s School for the Arts and Humanities.
INVITE A FUTURE ROTARIAN AS A GUEST -- $20
Includes the program, meal, and parking
Preregister your guest to save time at check-in

Message from the President
The Veteran Mentor Project is Working!
The unknown’s what scares you. You know, you got a family and all. You got a little baby and a wife at the time, and
I just didn’t know what I was going to do and how I was going to do it.
I had a really hard time acclimating myself back to civilian life. I spent about 6 months in my home, in isolation. I
didn’t want to go out in public. I didn’t want to go to the grocery store. I didn’t trust people.
I didn’t know where the help was, you know. And, I kinda felt like nobody cared. I really did. I got so aggravated by
it to where I threw away my Purple Heart, everything. I mean because that’s how upset I was.
These are comments from three Veterans who have struggled with the transition back into civilian life. It is not an
easy process and if there are medical issues involved it gets even worse. Twenty two Veterans take their own life in
this country every day. The divorce rate among Veterans has increased dramatically.
At the beginning of this Centennial year, we decided that the Rotary Club of Greenville could be of help to these
young men and women who are trying to make their way in a new world. We partnered with Upstate Warrior Solution, an organization of Veterans who help Veterans find jobs, housing, education, medical services and confidence.
Rotarians Charlie Hall and Ron Demonet head up this new Rotary project which finds mentors, within our Club, who
want to help these Veterans. Guidance from community leaders, within Rotary, can help these veterans learn to help
themselves, and move forward to build a rewarding civilian life. Response from both our Rotary Mentors and the
Veterans being served is proving this concept works.
As of today, we have twenty-three volunteers signed up and fifteen Veterans being mentored by our Rotarians. This
project has proven to be remarkably successful and it’s growing every day. We believe that our returning warriors
can and will become the community leaders of tomorrow with our help. We have developed a comprehensive mentor
training program and training sessions will be provided on a quarterly basis through Upstate Warrior Solution. The
next training session will be scheduled within a few weeks. As Rotarians, we should feel quite proud that we are doing something to help these young people who have given so much for us.
If you would like to volunteer to be a mentor contact Ron Demonet at ron.demonet@gmail.com or Charlie Hall at
chall@upstatewarriorsolution.org

Don Koonce
President

Member News
The law firm of Gallivan, White & Boyd, P.A. is pleased to announce that sixteen of the firm’s attorneys were selected for
inclusion in South Carolina Super Lawyers 2016. GWB attorneys appearing in the 2016 edition of
South Carolina Super Lawyers include:
Greenville
·

H. Mills Gallivan – Alternative Dispute Resolution

Super Lawyers, part of Thomson Reuters, is a research-driven, peer influenced rating service of
outstanding lawyers who have attained a high degree of peer recognition and professional
achievement in more than 70 practice areas.

The Object of Rotary
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular,
to encourage and foster:





FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;
SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful
occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve society;
THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's personal, business, and community life;
FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of
business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.
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Help fund Alzheimer’s Research
Every 67 seconds someone in the U.S develops Alzheimer’s
disease. As of January 1, 2016, our club ranks sixth in the
district for our giving to CART (Coins for Alzheimer’s
Research Trust). If you would like to see our club in first
place, consider increasing what you put in the blue CART
bucket found on your table at our club meetings. Even
though the C in CART stands for Coins, we accept Cash,
Checks and Credit Cards since they all start with the letter C
too. Please give generously!
Beverly James, Executive Director
Greenville County Library System
25 Heritage Green Place, Greenville, SC 29601
864-527-9231
greenvillelibrary.org
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Rotary Club of Greenville
728 N. Pleasantburg Drive
Greenville, SC 29607
Office: 864-235-2293
Fax: 864-235-3328
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday - 8:30 am to 3:00 pm
Friday - Closed

Member Calendar
Tuesday, May 10th

Rotary Club of Greenville Meeting 12:00 Noon, Westin Poinsett Hotel, Harris
Pastides, President of University of South Carolina

Monday, May 16th

Health and Happiness Hour, Rick Erwin's Eastside 5:30pm to 7:30pm

Tuesday, May 24th

Rotary Club of Greenville Meeting 12:00 Noon, Westin Poinsett Hotel,
Dean Peter Brews

