
August 17, 2017

Join us at the Westin Poinsett Hotel 
Tuesday, August 22 at 12:00

Volume 102 Issue 4

Kathryn Smith 
author of The Gatekeeper: Missy LeHand, FDR and the 
Untold Story of the Partnership that Defined a Presidency

Should you google Kathryn Smith, you might be confused by the Kathryn Smith 
who writes romance novels with a vamptire twist, or the Kathryn Smith who was 
the first female full-time coach in the NFL.  But the Kathryn Smith who will speak  
to the club on Tuesday is a journalist, author, book editor and community leader.

She most recently authored the book The Gatekeeper, the authobiography of Missy LeHand, the fascinating 
woman who served as Franklin Delano Roosevelt's right hand and de facto White House Chief of Staff.   
The Gatekeeper was published last year by Simon and Schuster and was a finalist in biography for The 
Southern Book Prize.  Excerpts have appeared in American Heritage magazine and Politoco.com.

Kathryn's career path includes stints with three daily newspapers and leadership of the Cancer Association 
of Anderson, which she helped found in 2003.  She attended the University of Georgia, where she received 
a degree in journalism and met her husband Leo.

Kathryn and Leo have been married 39 years, have 2 children and 4 grandchildren.

Kathryn speaks widely about "The Gatekeeper", Missy LeHand.  She has given more than 100 
presentations at various locations throughout the US including the FDR Presidential Library and Museum in 
Hyde Park, Rotary Clubs in five states, libraries, churches, and senior communities.

On Tuesday, Kathryn will address the club in the persona of Missy LeHand.

The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

INVITE A FUTURE ROTARIAN AS A GUEST -- $21
Includes a delicious lunch, an inspiring program, and free parking.

Pre-register your guest to save time at check-in.

A member of the Rotary Club of Greater Anderson, Kathryn was the first woman member of Rotary in 
Anderson County and is a long-time member and past president of the club.

Close your eyes, imagine it's 1933, and let's welcome President Roosevelt's private secretary, Marguerite 
"Missy" LeHand!
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The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

President’s Message
Wisdom from President Scott Stephens

“Making a Difference in Our Community”

Rotarian Wade Kolb shared this story with me last week. I hope you are as inspired by it as I 
am!

“I was recently in Durham, North Carolina, on a recruiting trip for my law firm to conduct on-
campus interviews at Duke University.  During those interviews, I met a young woman from 
Greenville who had a fascinating story that involved our Rotary Club and the impact it has in 
our community.  Now a student at Duke Law School, this young woman was the first person 
in her family to have graduated from college and spent most of her senior year of high school 
working full-time at a gas station in order to help support her family. Following high school, 
she matriculated at Clemson, graduating in just two and a half years.  Our Rotary Club 
intersected her life during that final year of high school, when she was also working full-time. 
She had never even met a lawyer until she was 18 years old, she explained, and attended 
our club’s Career Day event. There, she met and shadowed our own Jason Elliott, who 
inspired her to pursue a legal career.  This talented young woman is now firmly committed to 
returning to Greenville after law school and helping make a positive difference in our 
community. As Rotarians, we may be unaware of the difference we are making each day, 
even in small ways, but the ripple effects—as this story demonstrates—can be considerable.”  

Scott Stephens, President
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The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

The Object of Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;

SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 
occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH: The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of 
business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

Mark Your Calendar

CALENDAR

Tuesday, August 22 Discover Rotary, 11:00 am, Weston Poinsett Hotel

Tuesday, August 22 Rotary Club of Greenville Meeting, 12:00 noon, Westin Poinsett Hotel 
featuring Kathryn Smith:  The Gatekeeper: Missy LeHand, FDR and the 
Untold Story of the Partnership that Defined a Presidency 

Tuesday, August 22          Rotary Business Mentors Orientation, 1:30, Westin Poinsett Hotel 

Tuesday, September 12   New Member Orientation, 5:00 pm, Poinsett Club

Tuesday, September 12 Rotary Club of Greenville Meeting, 12:00 noon, Westin Poinsett Hotel 

featuring Greenville County Museum of Art 

Tuesday, September 26   Rotary Club of Greenville Meeting, 12:00 noon, Westin Poinsett Hotel

Tuesday, October 10 Fall Fellowship Outing, Greenville Country Club, time TBA
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featuring Teacher of the Year

Bring a guest to learn about Rotary!



Membership

The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

David Bereskin
Chief Executive Officer
Greenville Water
Sponsors: Phillip Kilgore and George Fletcher

Jim Cunningham
Area Manager
Atlantic Coast Electric
Sponsors:  Terry Weaver and Phillip Kilgore

Ramona Farrell
Principal
Eisner Amper LLC
Sponsors:  Judith Prince and Elizabeth Lyons

Heather Hayes
Director of Marketing & Business Development
GHS
Sponsors:  Scott Stephens and Ron Demonet

Harold Waters
Sales
Herff Jones
Sponsors:  Bert Strange and Fred Suggs
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Your Rotary Club Board of Directors

Scott Stephens
President

Phillip Kilgore
VP Membership

Walker Smith
VP Administration

Mark Swanson
Treasurer

Scott Powell
Secretary

Stephanie Lewis
Immediate Past 

President

Ron Debonet
President Elect

Wade Kolb
Teacher Recognition 

Chair

Catriona Carlisle
VP Service

Cory Patterson
Board Member

Ryan Thackray
Board Member

Russ Miller
Rotary Foundation 

Chair

Don Koonce
Publc Relations Chair

Laura Moore
Fundraising Chair

Grady Patterson
Club Director

Dolly Durham-
Montgomery
Fundraising Chair

5



The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

The Grand Finale
Celebrate the Holidays Now
It is Time to Start the Planning at the Mountain.
Roper Mountain Holiday Lights (our significant fundraiser for Rotary Charities) is 
searching for the following positions for the 2017 season. Commitment time frame is 
noted by each position.

Fundraising Committee: Concentrated commitment from now until November 1. 
Limited engagement from November 1 through February 28, 2018. We need two 
people to fill this committee.

Display Committee: Concentrated weekend commitment from September 1 through 
November 22 and from January 2 through February 28, 2018. We need four people to 
fill this committee.

Bankers: 4 - 5 nights during the event between November 23 and December 30. Each 
night requires a four hour commitment. We need two people to fill this committee.

Gate Captain Committee: Concentrated commitment from November 1 through the 
event. Will be responsible for recruiting and training Gate Captains for seven nights. 
Committee is chaired by Mary Grimes-McGreer. We need three people to fill this 
committee.

Landscape Lighting Committee: Concentrated weekend commitment from October 1 
through November 22 and from January 2 through January 28. Committee is chaired by 
Stefan Voss. We need two people to fill this committee.

If you have any questions about these positions, please reach out to Caroline Stewart 
(carolinestewart@LPBatson.com) or Ron Demonet (ron.demonet@gmail.com).

Roper Mountain Holiday Lights
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The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

The Greenville 
Rotarian

Newsletter of the Rotary Club of Greenville

Organized January 7, 1916

RI President	 Ian H.S. Riseley
District Governor	 Ed Irick
Club President	 Scott Stephens
President Elect	 Ron Demonet
Secretary	 Scott Powell
Treasurer	 Mark Swanson
Bulletin Editor 	 Russell Stall
Club Administrator Jeanine Harrison

Rotary Club of Greenville
728 N. Pleasantburg Drive Greenville, SC 29607 

Office: 864-235-2293 Fax: 864-235-3328
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