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Join us at the Westin Poinsett Hotel
Tuesday, April 10 at 12:00; Business Begins at 12:15

Literacy Day

Jermaine Whirl

Greenville Technical College
Dr. Jermaine Whirl, Vice President for Learning and Workforce
Development at Greenville Technical College (GTC), will address the Club
during the Literacy Day meeting on April 10th.
With GTC since October 2016, Whirl previously served as Vice President
of Economic Development and Corporate Training. A South Carolina native, he began his postsecondary education at Trident Technical College, earned a Bachelor’s Degree at Winthrop
University, a Master’s Degree at Charleston Southern University, a second Master’s Degree
at Armstrong State University, and a Doctorate in Organizational Leadership at Valdosta State
University.
Dr. Whirl came to GTC from Gwinnett Technical College in Georgia where he served for two years
as Dean of the School of Business and the School of Art & Design. Prior to that, he worked for
Georgia Southern University as a Visiting Instructor of Management and as Special Assistant to
the Chair. Academically, he’s served as a Dean of Adult Education, Dean of Academic Affairs,
Visiting Professor of Business, and assistant Professor of Business Economics. Within economic
development, he’s worked to craft memorandums of association (MOAs) and memorandums
of understanding (MOUs) with the U.S. Military and Goodwill of The Coastal Empire and North
Georgia, while supporting training efforts for a host of private sector companies during his tenure in
Georgia.
INVITE A FUTURE ROTARIAN AS A GUEST -- $21
Includes a delicious lunch, an inspiring program, and free parking.
Pre-register your guest to save time at check-in.
The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

President’s Message

Thoughts from President Scott Stephens

A Conversation With a Friend
I had a great conversation with an old friend yesterday. We talked about business,
family, religion and politics. Out of the blue he stated, “You know, I’ve thought about
all the stories you’ve told me about what your Rotary Club is doing in the community and I think I want to join Rotary.”
I hate to say it, but I was a little surprised. Not the fact that he would want to become a Rotarian, but because I’ve never
really made a “hard sell” of Rotary to him. On occasion we’ve talked about Rotary club projects in the community and
some of the speakers we’ve had. He’s come to a couple of our meetings, but I’ve never gotten the feeling that he could
fit Rotary into his schedule.
So, I asked him why he decided to join now. “Simple,” he said, “When I’ve come to a meeting I’ve always been greeted
warmly, and I think it’s great that Rotary invests in other people’s lives….like the kids who receive the scholarships for
college. I want to be around leaders who make a difference in people’s lives and the folks at the Rotary Club do that.”
It’s amazing to me how every day conversation and a simple invitation can inspire another person to get involved in a
great cause.
Rotary is a great cause. This past year we have invested a number of volunteer hours back into the community! For
instance:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Teacher Appreciation Activities – 61 volunteer hours
Roper Mountain Holiday Lights – 2022 volunteer hours
International Projects – 118 volunteer hours
Veteran Mentor Project – 125 volunteer hours
Law Enforcement Appreciation – 18 volunteer hours
Read to Me – 588 volunteer hours
Early Act First Knight – 66 volunteer hours
Career Day – 105 volunteer hours.

After looking at this list, it’s easy to see that we have many Rotarians who are investing their talents and time for the
people of our community. Who wouldn’t want to be associated with this kind of leader?
On May 22nd you will have a great opportunity to invite a friend to learn more about Rotary. We will be having a ‘Spring
Social” at the Westin Poinsett rather than our normal luncheon. Plan to come and have cocktails and hors d’oeuvres,
then if you’d like to, you can break away with friends to a great restaurant for dinner. There’s no charge for potential
members and spouses or significant others are only $10, but space is limited so make sure to register on DACdb today!
Rotary Club of Greenville is a great organization in which to be a member. I’m glad I spoke often about Rotary to my
friend; he’ll make a great Rotarian!

Scott Stephens, President

The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

A

Service Above Self Scholarship

A Letter from Ellen Featherstone

A LETTER TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF GREENVILLE FROM ELLEN
FEATHERSTONE, 2014 ROTARY “SERVICE ABOVE SELF” SCHOLAR
Dear Rotarians,
On Tuesday, April 10th, I will have the privilege of speaking one last time about my experience
as a Rotary “Service Above Self” scholarship recipient. It has been such an honor to represent
the Rotary Club of Greenville, and I look forward to sharing my final chapter at Clemson
University with all of you. This scholarship has not only given me educational support but
has allowed me to learn extensively about servant leadership. I have had the best mentors
throughout my time at college, and I strive to serve as fully as all the Rotarians I’ve had the
pleasure to meet.
During this meeting, I will also be sharing my plans after graduation. I have accepted a
position as a Health Extension Volunteer with Peace Corps Malawi. After departing June 2nd,
I will be serving for 27 months abroad. During this time I will be working under the President’s
Malaria Initiative and the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. I am thrilled to be able
to serve in the global health sector, and I cannot wait to use my degree to help the community
I will be living in.
While in Malawi, I will also have the opportunity to pursue secondary project endeavors in
areas that I feel are of high need in my local community. These projects could range from a
community garden, to a fisheries project, to a Girl Guides troop, to a grassroots soccer team,
or even to hosting a women’s empowerment conference. These projects will likely have to
be funded through grant applications and fundraising efforts. If any members of the Rotary
of Greenville feel led to donate to my future projects, I will be accepting cash and check
donations prior to my departure.
Thank you again for all of your support and for encouraging me to serve to my greatest
capacity.
I look forward to seeing you soon,
Ellen Featherstone
2014 Rotary “Service Above Self” Scholarship Recipient

The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

A

Service Above Self Scholarship

Please Join Us.

Join us in Celebrating Ellen Featherstone’s Graduation!
Ellen Featherstone, our first Rotary “Service above Self” Scholarship recipient, will graduate
from Clemson University on May 11th at 2:30 p.m. As Ellen will be going to Malawi for 27
months after graduation (see above letter), we want to provide her with funds for a special
project or projects which she chooses for the Malawi village in which she will be working.
Three-quarters of Malawians live below the international poverty line, surviving on less
than $1.25 per day. The funds will be presented to Ellen as a graduation gift to support her
continued commitment to “Service above Self.”
If you would like to contribute funds for a project, please be prepared to bring cash or a check
to the Rotary Club of Greenville meeting on April 10th. (Tax deductions are not available.)
Checks should be made payable to Ellen Featherstone with the wording “For Malawi
project(s)” on the memo line. There will be a manila envelope on each table at the Rotary
meeting in which to place your donation.
If you want to send a note to Ellen as she graduates and begins this “Service above Self”
journey to Malawi, please address it to Ellen Featherstone, 9 Northbrook Way, Greenville, SC
29615.
Rotarians, this is your $50 donation to the Rotary Scholarship Fund at work! You can take
great pride in the contribution that you have made to Ellen Featherstone’s life and continued
service to humanity! Join in this celebration of Ellen’s graduation from Clemson University!
Judith S. Prince
Member, Rotary Scholarship Committee
Past President, Rotary Club of Greenville

The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

Fore! Time to Tee it Up!
You Can Now Register & Pay ONLINE
at
greenvillerotary.org!

The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

Mark Your Calendar
CALENDAR

Tuesday, April 10

Rotary Club of Greenville Meeting, 12:00 noon, Westin Poinsett
Hotel featuring Literacy Day

Tuesday, April 24

Discover Rotary, 11:00am, Westin Poinsett Hotel

Tuesday, April 24

Rotary Club of Greenville Meeting, 12:00 noon, Westin Poinsett
Hotel

Tuesday, May 1

New Member Orientation, 5:30pm, Poinsett Club

Friday, May 18

All Club Conference, Hilton Charleston Convention Center

Monday, May 21

Rotary Centennial Cup Golf Tournament, Holly Tree Country
Club

The Object of Rotary
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to
encourage and foster:
FIRST:

The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;

SECOND:

High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful
occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

THIRD:

The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH:

The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of
business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.

Service Above Self

Early Act First Knight (EAFK) Update
Our Club partners with 2 schools in the area, Alexander Elementary School and
Lead Academy, in the Early Act First Knight program.
In a recent report on the partnership, Jane Dyer explained, “Our first knighting ceremony was a few weeks ago and you can’t imagine how excited the students were
when the curtains were pulled back and they saw a real knight!!! “
Make plans to attend one of the knighting ceremonies; however, if you do plan to
attend, contact Jane as schedules may change due to conflicts that arise within the
schools.
Future Knighting ceremonies:
Alexander Elementary School
May 7, 1:15 PM

Lead Academy
May 11, 1:00 PM

The program still needs volunteers, so if you would like to be involved in this very rewarding endeavor,
Jane will be happy to provide additional information.
Jane Dyer:
jandjdyer@hotmail.com

The Rotary Club of Greenville meets every second and fourth Tuesday at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in beautiful Downtown Greenville.
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